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Synopsis

[Read by Kate Reading]Royina Ista was finally released from the curse of madness that kept her
imprisoned in her family’s castle of Valenda. Yet again the gods have chosen her as their

instrument.
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Customer Reviews

One of the most perfect books | have ever read. Bujold stimulates my imagination, tantalises and
extends my vocabulary and satisifies my soul. For what more could | ask? This is the second book
in the Chalion series and though no story is reliant on knowledge of the others,they are
complementary and all lead to a rich understanding of this land. Religion is one of the major themes
in this story and to some this would cause an automatic dismiisal of the book. But | loved how the
Qintarian religion was woven into the fabric of the people’s lives. Who also, could not be interested
in a religion where the fifth god is called the Bastard. | always read and reread Lois McMaster
Bujold’s stories slowly and carefully with repeated rereadings. They are dense and complex.
Important details can be easily overlooked in a rushing gallop to reach the conclusion. Savour and

enjoy a master storyteller at her best

| was leery, since | read more "space opera" SF. | love the author and this book. There are 2 more

in this "world" and | hope for more.These books do explore religions and relationships in a medieval



level society. | enjoy the authors humor. Anyone who has read the Barrayar series will find a similar

feel.

I’'m amazed at this author’s ability to create a convincing theocracy that continues through the three
fantasy novels in this series. This book is the continuation of The Curse of Chalion, taking up the
story from the point of view of one of the more minor characters. Terrific writing and a great cast of
characters made this one a winner for me. Top storytelling that we have come to expect from
Bujold.

Gee, these gods... Scary people. Another superb story. | think | preferred the previous book, but as
before, it is fascinating to watch the main character heal and become strong again, able to face
adversity. Ista is a worthy heroine, and the dilemma of the two brothers and the young wife difficult

both for her to deal with and us to read.
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